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Biographic Note

Russell Floyd Knapp was born on September 21, 1908 in Kenwood, lowa. His education
included Cedar Rapids Public Schools, Washington High School, and Coe College.
While attending Washington High School and Coe College he was heavily involved in
the YMCA, St. Paul’s Methodist Church, and Camp Wapsie’s World Brotherhood
Program. These programs were the start to his life long dedication to philanthropy. In
addition to these activities as a young man he was also a successful athlete. At
Washington High School he lettered in football, basketball, track and tennis. He was the
all-state quarterback on the Washington team during their 1925 National Championship
season. While at Coe he became the number one tennis player as a sophomore and would
carry his dedication to the sport all through out his life placing 12" in the national Super
Seniors tournament at the age of 90.

On December 21, 1930, he married Louise Northcott who also was a Coe College
graduate. They began their life together during the Great Depression where Russell
started up his securities business with his High School friend, Ernie Kosek. Through this
successful business Russell was able to make enough money to pursue his bigger goals of
philanthropy. One of his biggest philanthropic ventures was during World War II with
his, “Build A Bond” campaign in Cedar Rapids that was commended by many Iowa and
National political leaders. After the war had passed Russell and Louise Knapp continued
to be extremely community oriented. They cherished their ability to sponsor foreign
exchange students from all over the world and traveled to places around the globe to
promote international cooperation and understanding.

Their dedication to community also involved their commitment to St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church where Russell served as president during the late 1940°’s. St. Paul’s
Church remained an important organization through out their lives while serving as a
base for them to promote their philanthropy. Coe College also remained important to the
Knapp family where Russell served the Alumni Association beginning in 1943 and was
awarded the Alumni Association Award for Civic Service. Russell and Louise Knapp’s
life dedicated to civic service culminated in 1984 when they received the B’nai B’rith
Award for Civic Service. These are only a few, among many awards and recognitions
that the Knapp family received for their multitude of contributions to their community
both locally and internationally, and what most defined their lives.



\ Scope and Content

The Knapp Family Papers is 1 linear foot, consisting of 3 boxes of papers and
memorabilia. The collection contains a large amount of material pertaining to Russell
Knapp, a small portion of material pertaining to Louise Northcott Knapp, another small
portion pertaining to the family in general, and the remaining portion pertaining to the
organizations they were involved in.

The main focus of the material included in the collection is concentrated on Russell
Knapp’s life and accomplishments. Early documents include the plays and pageants
Russell participated in as a late adolescent, Coe College undergraduate coursework
including a paper written on compulsory service in college R.O.T.C. programs, business
exams, and a paper titled, “An Unpleasant Subject” written about the organizations that
had formed the person he was becoming. Also included in this collection are approval
letters sent to Russell from top level lowa and National politicians in regards to his
“Build A Bond” program during WWII, and real estate correspondence conducted in
1932 during the Great Depression. Lastly the collection contains documents of Russell’s
relating to his participation in the YMCA, the Camp Wapsie Y, and the Young Men’s
Bureau of the Chamber of Commerce.

Beyond his early life’s accomplishments are many awards and honors that Russell
achieved through out his life. Among the awards and honors documentation included in
the collection are awards from B’nai B’rith, the American Red Cross War Fund, Smith
Side Civic Club, T.M. Sinclair Society, and Coe College Alumni Association. A large
part of the collection is made up of correspondence from friends and family and
newspaper clippings congratulating Louise and Russell Knapp for their Civic Awards and
contributions.

Items in the collection relating to Louise Knapp include her Coe College memorabilia
and ephemera, articles saved in relation to her past professors including Dr. Mabel Lee
and Ethel Outland, and awards and honors from organizations including the United
Nations Association, T.M. Sinclair Society, and B’nai B’rith.

Other items in the collection include Coe College publications, a Coe College Pennant,
documents relating to the Knapp family’s involvement in St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church, documents of the Knapp family’s involvement in international exchange
programs, and photographs taken during a trip to Nigeria where they were received by
Oba Adeyinka Oyekan II (Ruler of Lagos, Nigeria) in 1965.
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